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Cornell Notes

Topic: The Scarlet Letter Chapters One and Two
	Reduce & then Recite

· Create questions which elicit critical thinking, not one word answers

· Write questions directly across from the answers in your notes

· Leave a space or draw a pencil line separating questions
	Record for Review 

· Headings and key words should be noticeable (bold, underline, etc.)
· Take sufficient notes with selective and accurate paraphrasing
· Skip a line between ideas and topics

· Use bulleted lists and abbreviations

· Correctly sequence information 

· Include diagrams or tables if needed for clarification or length

	
	Chapter One: The Prison Door

	Which elements of the setting does 
	· Brief, somber chapter

· 

	Hawthorne focus on?
	· “…have invariably recognized it among their earliest practical

	
	              necessities to allot a portion of the virgin soil as a cemetery, 

	
	             and another portion as the site of a prison” (41).

	
	· Wheel-track = road; this is the beginning of a journey

	
	· Wild rose bush = nature…teaching lessons

	
	· Connection between nature and human nature

	What is the thesis of this novel?
	· “It (rose) may serve, let us hope, to symbolize some sweet moral

	What does it suggest about 
	              blossom, that may be found along a track, or relieve the 

	Hawthorne’s romance?
	             darkening close of a tale of human frailty and sorrow.” (42).

	
	· This sentence is Hawthorne’s thesis (Am. conflict)

	
	· We all take this journey and there is a lesson in it

	
	

	
	Chapter Two: The Market-Place

	How did Puritans punish one 
	· Puritans were harsh…

	another? Why?
	· Law and religion were the same

	
	· Children were NOT to talk back (43)

	
	· Public punishments were common and very effective

	
	· Americans still publicly condemn moral transgressions

	
	· We have viewed others’ personal lives as our business 

	
	since the Puritans – Hawthorne is showing us the irony

	Which generation is Hawthorne
	· “The women who were now standing about the prison door 

	writing about?
	             stood within less than half a century of the period when the 

	
	           man-like Elizabeth had been the not altogether unsuitable 

	
	           representative of the sex” (44). 1st and 2nd generation

	
	· Hester is definitely not a damsel in distress

	
	· Her strength is central to the novel
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	Reduce & Recite
	Record for Review

	Who is harshest toward Hester?
	· Gossipping women – Hawthorne’s commentary on human 

	
	      nature

	
	· The old, ugly women have the least sympathy for her

	Who understands her?
	· The young, pretty mother understands passion

	
	· “the pang of it will be always in her heart” (45).

	How does Hawthorne use tenets
	· Romantics would understand this – passion is for the young

	of Romanticism here?
	· “The door of the jail being flung open from within, there 

	
	            appeared, in the first place, like a black shadow emerging into

	Which symbols are heavily used
	      sunshine, the grim and grisly presence of the town beadle” (45).

	as Hester leaves the prison?
	· Remember “Allegory of the Cave”…

	
	· Is the beadle in shadow b/c society corrupts?

	
	· “She bore in her arms a child, a baby of some three months old

	
	      who winked and turned aside its face from the too vivid light 

	
	      of day” (46).

	
	· Is the baby like the prisoner in “Allegory…”? Will she adjust?

	
	· Hester is in the light – she has nothing to hide

	What does Hester look like? 
	· Hester is a brunette = temptress (46).

	What does her appearance tell 
	·   Scarlet letter (A) = adultery, red = passion (47).

	us?
	·    …an infant in her arm, and the letter A, in scarlet, fantastically

	
	      embroidered with gold thread, upon her bosom!” (52).

	
	· Baby as symbol, gold is metallic – reflects light (truth)

	Reflect & Recapitulate

In your own words and in complete sentences, write a 3 – 4 sentence summary paragraph.  Your summary should cover the main concepts of the notes, be accurate, and have adequate details. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


