Honors World Literature

Cyrano de Bergerac

Drama Project

You are going to try your hand at play writing. Here is the scenario.

1. Select the two or three people you would like to work with. There should be no more than four students in any group.

2. Choose one character for each group member from the plays we have read (Oedipus, Macbeth, A Doll’s House, Cyrano de Bergerac).

3. Put those characters together in a specific setting and create a one-act play in which they interact with one another. Since the plays were written at different times and are set in different places, use your imagination. However, each character must remain true to his/her character.

4. Together your group members will write a script in which these characters come together and interact.

5. Your final objective is to produce a script which your group will then present to the class.

6. You will have three days to begin in class. Presentations will begin on the fourth day.

Requirements:

1. Each person will need to have a copy of the script, so it is your group’s responsibility to provide copies for all group members. 

2. Remember the rules for play writing. Indicate who the speaker is and follow that person’s name with a colon. Stage directions appear in parentheses. Exposition appears at the beginning of each scene or act. (See example below)

3. I will evaluate your presentations based on the following:

a. Creativity

b. Knowledge and understanding of each of the texts

c. Skill in using the format

4. The idea is to put these very different people together in unexpected ways and in unexpected places, so have fun!

Sample:

The scene opens in a classroom in a large high school. Class has not yet begun, but students are entering and greeting one another. The room is bright with fluorescent lights.

MS. COTTON: Aaron, how is your day going?

AARON (yawning and stretching): All things considered, I’d rather still be sleeping.

ERIN (energetically): Aaron, how can you say that? It’s a great day! I’m excited to be here and can’t wait to get started writing my essay!

AARON (staring at her with disbelief): What planet did she come from?

