Ethan Frome Review Guide

In addition to understanding Wharton’s life, what literary genres Ethan Frome fits into, and the characteristics of a tragic hero, be sure you understand the significance of the quotes below. Each relates to an important character or conflict in the novella.

"He's looked that way ever since he had his smash-up; and that's twenty-four years ago come next February” (4). 

"I guess you're always late, now you shave every morning” (29).

"Though she was but seven years her husband's senior, and he was only twenty-eight, she was already an old woman" (48).

"...He had never known such a thrilling sense of mastery” (64). 

"Now, in the warm lamplit room, with all its ancient implications of conformity and order, she seemed...more approachable” (68).

"It was as senseless and savage as a physical fight between two enemies in the darkness" (83).

"I'm going to try my luck West" (97).

"He turned and walked slowly back to the farm" (119).

"I could go down this hill with my eyes tied!” (119).

You should also review the symbols we went over in class and prepare a sound argument for who or what is most responsible for Ethan’s fate.
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