Honors World Literature

 Independent Reading Assignment

You will have an opportunity to read a book of your choice for Honors World Literature. The only provisos attached to the assignment are that

· You must not have read the book previously

· It must be a book of substance, of literary merit

You are free to choose another book for an author you have already read, or a modern novel, such as The Kite Runner. The purpose of the assignment is to allow you to explore novels we have not read in class and/or investigate at greater depth a writer with whom you are already acquainted. 

I will ask you to submit the title of your book to me for approval on January 14th. As a result of your reading, I will ask you to write about the book you choose. This paper is due April 24th. You may write a traditional, analytical paper in which you discuss such issues as theme, technique, character development – in short, a formal literary essay. As an alternative assignment, you may write a more personal response to the novel, focusing on its connections to you, your life and experience, and other novels you may have read. On this paper, you must:

· Use and cite specific sections or lines from the text you chose

· Write about the text as literature (as opposed to a simple reader response to the text)

· Organize clearly

· Focus on effective topic sentences

Attached you will find a list of important works; however, you are not limited to these possibilities. Remember, independent reading of important literary works is excellent preparation for the college experience.

I really want you to choose a book you actually want to read because I think that reading for pleasure and reading academically don’t have to require two separate sets of skills. Spend some time choosing a book wisely. See me if you have questions.
