Honors World Literature

Macbeth Quotations

For each of the following, indicate the speaker of the quotation and why the quotation is important to the play.

1. “Fair is foul and foul is fair; Hover through the fog and filthy air.”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

2. “So foul and fair a day I have not seen.”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

3. “Is execution done on Cawdor? Are not those in commission yet returned?”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

4. “Stars, hide your fires! Let not light see my black and deep desires.”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

5. “Yet I do fear thy nature. / It is too full of the milk of human kindness / To catch the nearest way.”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

6. “Come, you spirits / That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here, / And fill me, from the crown to the toe, top full / Of direst cruelty…Make thick my blood…Come to my woman’s breasts / And take my milk for gall, you murdering ministers.”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

7. “He hath honored me of late, and I have bought / Golden opinions from all sorts of people, / Which would be worn now in their newest gloss, / Not cast aside so soon.”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

8. “Bring forth men-children only, / For thy undaunted mettle should compose / Nothing but males.”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

9. “Is this a dagger which I see before me, / The handle toward my hand?”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

10.  “The bell invites me. / Hear it not Duncan, for it is a knell / That summons thee to heaven or to hell.”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

11.  “Sleep that knits up the raveled sleeve of care, the death of each day’s life, sore labor’s bath…”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

12.  “No, this my hand will rather / The multitudinous seas incarnadine, / making the green one red.”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

13.  “Most sacrilegious murder hath broke ope / The Lord’s anointed temple and stole thence / The life o’th’ building!”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

14.  “Had I but died an hour before this chance, / I had lived a blessed time; for from this instant / There’s nothing but serious in mortality…”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

15. “Where we are, / There’s daggers in men’s smiles, / The near in blood, the nearer bloody.”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

16.  “There’s blood upon thy face.” “’Tis Banquo’s then.” “Tis better thee without than he within.”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

17.  “Pray you keep seat, / The fit is momentary; upon a thought / He will be well again.”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

18.  “Have I not reasons, beldams as you are, / Saucy and overbold? How did you dare / To trade and traffic with Macbeth…”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

19.  “Double, double, toil and trouble, / Fire burn and cauldron bubble.”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

20.  “By the pricking of my thumbs, / Something wicked this way comes…”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

21.  “Now I see, ‘tis true; / For the blood-boltered Banquo smiles upon me!...”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

22.  “Out, damned spot! Out, I say! One-two-why then ‘tis time to do it.”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

23.  “More needs she the divine than the physician.”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

24.  “And that which should accompany old age / As honor, love, obedience, troops of friends, / I must not look to have; but in their stead, / Curses not loud but deep, mouth honor, breath, / Which the poor heart would fain deny, and dare not.”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

25.  “Out, out, brief candle! / Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player, / That struts and frets his hour upon the stage / And then is heard no more. It is a tale / Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, / Signifying nothing.”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

26.  “Let thy blade fall on vulnerable crests, / I bear a charmed life, which must not yield / To one of woman born.”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

27.  “I am in blood / Stepped in so far that, should I wade no more, / Returning were as tedious a go o’er.”

a. Speaker

b. Significance

