The Odyssey Reading Guide

Honors World Literature

The following guide highlights key issues, people, and places important to our discussions of The Odyssey. Be prepared to discuss these ideas in class.

You should be prepared for reading quizzes.

Books I-II

· Reasons for Poseidon’s anger toward Odysseus

· Odysseus’ reputation

· Athena’s role as Odysseus’ mentor and guide

· Character of Telemachos

· The suitors’ intentions

· Character of Penelope

· Penelope’s plans for dealing with the suitors

· Athena’s advice and assistance to Telemachos

· Additional people, places, etc.

· Ogygia

· Calypso

· Anticleia

· Eurycleia

· Pylos

· Ithaca

· Antinoos

· Eurymachos

Books III-IV

· Note the shift in emphasis from Telemachos and Penelope to Odysseus

· Athena’s role as mentor to Odysseus

· Theme of hospitality

· King Nestor’s knowledge of Odysseus

· Agamemnon’s story and its thematic importance

· Menelaus’ attitude toward Odysseus

· Odysseus’ connection to the Trojan Horse

· News about Odysseus

· Happenings on Ithaca

· Additional people, places, etc.

· King Nestor

· Psistratos

· Proteus

· Agamemnon

· Aegisthus

· Clyemnestra

· Orestes

· Electra

Books V-VII

· Athena’s request of Zeus
· The Introduction of Odysseus – why so long?
· Odysseus’ choice of home and family over Calypso
· Odysseus on Phaecia
· The characters of Alcinoos and Arete
· Theme of hospitality
· Additional people, places, etc.
· Nausicaa
Books VIII-IX

· Illusion vs. reality

· Generosity and hospitality of the Phaecians

· Odysseus’ comments about himself

· Importance of Lotus-eaters

· Pleasure and leisure vs. duty and responsibility

· Contrast of Cyclopeians and Phaecians

· Character of Polyphemus

· Additional people, places, etc.

· Demodocus

· Ismaros

· Noman

Books X-XI

· Odysseus’ homecoming thwarted

· Circe’s role

· Odysseus’ escape from Circe

· Changes in Odysseus as a result of this failure

· Odysseus in Hades

· Tiresias’ predictions

· News from Ithaca

· What does Odysseus learn about his son?

· Additional people, places, etc.

· Aeolus

· Laestrogonians

· Circe

· Eurylochus

· Elpenor

Books XII-XIII
· Circe’s warnings

· Dangers of Thrinacia

· Apollo’s sheep and cattle

· Odysseus returns to Ithaca

· Athena’s assistance to Odysseus

· Additional people, places, etc.

· Scylla

· Charybdis

· Sirens

· Helios

Books XIV-XV

· Nature and appearance of Odysseus’ swineherd

· Appearance vs. reality

· Additional people, places, etc.

· Eumaeus

Books XVI-XVII

· Telemachos’ reaction to the “beggar”

· Suitors’ reactions to the return of Telemachos

· Penelope

· Stand against the suitors

· Note irony – Odysseus is present as he is being discussed

· Homer’s use of foreshadowing and dramatic irony

· Odysseus’ reunion with Argos

· Suitors’ ill-treatment of Odysseus

· Tone?

· Athena’s plan for the suitors

· Additional people, places, etc.

· Melanthios

· Theoclynus

Books XVIII-XX

· Movement toward a final outcome

· Signs that the end is near

· Penelope and the “beggar” meet. How much does she know?

· The “beggar’s” proof that he knew Odysseus

· Why does Eurycleia bathe Odysseus?

· Penelope’s dream as prediction

· Penelope’s test as her choice for husband

· Odysseus’ anger with the maids

· Odysseus’ request for a sign from Zeus

· How do we see changes in Telemachos?

· Additional people, places, etc.

· Philoetius

Books XXI-XXII

· Odysseus’ bow as symbol

· Stringing the bow – climax?

· Magical weapon as a standard device in the epic

· Do the suitors get what they deserve?

· In Odysseus’ world, how does this violent ending make sense?

· Additional people, places, etc.

· Melantho

Books XXIII-XIV

· Odysseus’ bed as symbol

· Additional difficulties to be faced on Ithaca

· Odysseus’ faith in his son

· Importance of Odysseus’ reunion with his father

· How civil war is averted

· Story comes full circle

· Additional people, places, etc.


· Laertes

· Eupeithes

