Honors World Literature

Imagery in Macbeth

One of the goals for reading Macbeth is to help you deal with Shakespeare’s work on your own, which you may have to do in college. To that end, in this paper you will work with one of the patterns of images that Shakespeare uses in Macbeth.

Choose one of the patterns of images (motifs) that we have identified within the play: birds, unclean hands/hand-washing, sleep/sleeplessness, blood, clothing, or stars/darkness. 

DEFINITION: Image/Imagery

Simple picture, a mental representation. In addition to being seen, an image can also be felt or heard or smelled or tasted or touched or otherwise sensually represented. Imagery is the verbal equivalent of the sense experience. Thus Macbeth’s “ravell’d sleeve of care” visualizes an emotional condition in terms of an article of clothing (something that can be seen).

After making note of the occurrences of the image you’ve chosen, write about Shakespeare’s use of that image considering the following:

· What does the image you have chosen traditionally represent in literature?

· You may need to do a little research here.

· Include comments about how the image you’ve chosen is typically used.

· Choose 3 or 4 examples of your chosen image and discuss how Shakespeare uses it in each circumstance.

· Indicate why you think the use of this image is effective or not in each of the examples you have chosen.

You should frame this with an introduction, though your thesis is already established: You will write about why Shakespeare’s use of that particular image is or is not effective.

Discuss each image in a separate paragraph. Include a conclusion in which you summarize what you have discovered about that particular image.

Remember to use MLA to document each image’s location. Include a works cited page which contains the text of Macbeth. Use in-text citations as you refer to the words of Shakespeare.

NOTE: This is not a typical theme because you don’t have to develop your own thesis; it’s more of a commentary based on how you see the image being used.

