Honors World Literature

Pride and Prejudice

Irony Reveals Character

Three types of irony:

1. Verbal irony – the literal meaning of the speaker’s words is the exact opposite of what the speaker intends

2. Dramatic irony – what the character says or thinks is known by the reader to be the exact opposite of the reality of the situation

3. Situational irony – what happens is the exact opposite of what was planned or expected

Examine the following situations from the novel, and explain what is ironic about the text, which type of irony is present, and what the text reveals.

1. The Bingley sisters “were rather handsome, had been educated in one of the first private seminaries in town, had a fortune of twenty thousand pounds, were in the habit of spending more than they ought, and of associating with people of rank; and were therefore in every respect entitled to think well of themselves and meanly of others.”

a. What is ironic about the text?

b. Type of irony

c. What does the text reveal?

2. Mrs. Bennet has said that all of her children are very clever. Mr. Bennet responds, “This is the only point, I flatter myself, on which we do not agree. I had hoped that our sentiments coincided in every particular, but I must so far differ from you as to think our two youngest daughters uncommonly foolish.”

a. What is ironic about the text?

b. Type of irony

c. What does the text reveal?

3. Mrs. Bennet replies, “My dear Mr. Bennet, you must not expect such girls to have the sense of their father and mother.”

a. What is ironic about the text?

b. Type of irony

c. What does the text reveal?

4. After Jane has become ill because her mother, expecting rain, made her ride a horse to Netherfield, Jane writes home that she is indeed unwell. Mr. Bennet says to his wife, “Well, my dar…if your daughter should have a dangerous fit of illness, if she should die, t would be a comfort to know that it was all in pursuit of Mr. Bingley, and under your orders.”

a. What is ironic about the text?

b. Type of irony

c. What does the text reveal?

5. Because Darcy began to read in the evening, Miss Bingley also took up a book. “At length, quite exhausted by the attempt to be amused with her own book, which she had only chosen because it was the second volume of his, she gave a great yawn and said, ‘How pleasant it is to spend an evening in this way! I declare after all there is no enjoyment like reading! How much sooner one tires of anything than of a book.’”

a. What is ironic about this text?

b. Type of irony

c. What does the text reveal?

