Native Americans and the Oral Tradition

Native American literature is based on the tradition of historical story telling. Your assignment is to write a narrative essay that relates a story your family or friends often retell.  A “famous” anecdote often repeated at gatherings would be ideal.  Consult family members or friends for details.  

Native Americans repeated histories that illustrated qualities they admired. Traits that your family/friends cherish might be intelligence, humor, self-sacrifice, etc.  You will probably find that often-told stories exemplify characteristics your family/friends value.  

This assignment should be 1-2 pages. Oral traditions are often great in part because the narrator uses specific details and appeals to all of the reader’s senses.  I will determine a large part of your grade by considering your use of the same.  

Oral Tradition Writing Assignment Rubric

An “A” Paper

· Displays careful organization and development

· Provides a personal, clear, consistent and authentic voice

· Appropriate for purpose and audience

· Exhibits fresh, focused, specific phrasing

· Contains almost no errors in mechanics

A “B” Paper

· Logically ordered and unified

· Has a clear voice in places, does not consistently project that voice

· Word choice is concise but not particularly vivid

· Very few errors in mechanics

A “C” Paper

· Meets the minimum of the assignment

· Reasonably organized

· Lacks a sense of authentic voice, often relies on clichés or overused expressions

· Mechanical errors indicate spell-check was not employed

A “D” Paper

· Indicates an attempt at the assignment

· Development and organization are unclear, awkward structure

· Shows a lack of effort, little initiative

· A number of mechanical errors present

