Honors World Literature

Pride and Prejudice

Pride and Prejudice Essay

Choose one of the following and write a well-organized, well-supported essay.

1. Elizabeth “struggles with her narcissism, needs to please others and rebels against that need, suffers from self-consciousness and exaggerated embarrassments and survives all these feelings to learn humility and restraint as well as the full value of self-assertion.”

Discuss the truth of the above statement, using examples and references from the novel.

2. It is Jane Austen’s acute sense of social satire that makes Pride and Prejudice a classic. How does she satirize the leisured and snobbish, among others? Include at least three examples from the novel in your description of what – and whom – Austen is satirizing.

Make specific references to the text in your response.

3. In many ways, the institution of marriage is at the heart of Pride and Prejudice. Discuss society’s attitudes toward marriage as seen in the novel. Then, using three marriages from the novel, illustrate Austen’s various portrayals of marriage.

Make specific references to the text in your response.
