American Romantic, Transcendental,
and Grothic Literature



Romantic Period

o Literary and cultural movements in
Europe and America from about
1770-1% &0

o The timeframe in America was
slightly Later (1%26-1%65)



Conditions Ehak
led o Romankicism

o Frowntier

= Opﬁimism

o Immigration

o Industrial growth

o Search for spiritual
rooks




Revolt Against Age
of Reason

e Imagination over reasow
3 Spon&ane&%j over conkrol
o Individual over so—&i&v

o Sub\}e«t&vi&v over objeaﬁviﬁvj



Romanticism

o Belief in natural goodhness of man

o Celebration of individualism

o Nature is VERY important

o Universe is mystericus and irrational
o Formal language

o Grood receive justice; nature can punish or
reward



Features of
Romankicism conkd.,

o Higki.j imaginative and subj@.{’:&&ve
o Ewotional m&emsi&v
o Commoi man as hero

o Nature as refuqe, source of
lnowledge or spirituality



Komankic Ploks

o Arranged around
crisis moments
(watch for bhis with
The Scarlet Lebber)

o Often demomnstrate
romantic Llove,
honor and integrity,
and idealism




Five "1"s cwf
Romankicism

o Inkuikion

o Imagination
o lv\spiro\&ov\

) Iv\dividu&u&v
o Idealism

o k&&F?://Fre.z.idtom/wvi’nwﬁooww&g/un&mz-*Fo\rﬁwlw
American-romankicism/



Transcendentalism

o To kranscend
meains to go
bevc;}nci evervc&aj
humain experience
i the thvswat
world

@ Qad.!ph Waldo
Evwerson




Evwerson and
Transcendentalism

o Emerson was the most influential and
best-kown member of the
Transcendentalist group.

o Transcendenktalism blends Purikan
thought and Romantic tradition

o "Every natural fact..is a symbol
of some spiritual foct.”



o Emerson focused on intuitive thought,
Inkuition is our r:apmti&v to know things
syon&aneaustv and immedm&etj through
emotion rather than reasown,

o This contrasts with the rational thinking of
people Like Ben Franklin (Age of Reason).

o Ewersoin believed that people could know
God through nature if they trust themselves.

o Oversoul

o \e’erv popular optimism



The Darle
Romantics/Grothics

o In contrast to Emersomn,
the dark romantics did
not believe nakure is
good or harmless,

o They explored the
conflict between qood
and evil, the
psychological effects of
gquilk and sin, and even
madness.



robhice
Characteristics

o Atmosphere of
gloom, terror, or
miserv

o Mvs&erimus evenks
o Exotic settings

o Hidden or double
realities



Review Questions

o Restate the characteristics of Romanticism in your own words.

o How did the Puritan view of nature differ from the Romantic
view?

o Define Transcendentalism,

o How did Emerson’s approach to knowledge differ from Ben
Franklin's?

o Why was Emerson's optimism appealing to the audiences of his
day?

o Describe bEhe dark romantics.



