Honors World Literature

Cyrano de Bergerac

Roxane at Camp?

In a 1971 production of Cyrano de Bergerac, the translator Anthony Burgess was asked to substitute Roxane’s physical appearance at the army camp with the arrival of a letter from her instead because the arrival of Roxane at the battlefield, wafting perfume and bearing a gourmet dinner, trivialized the life-and-death situation of the soldiers and “relieved the tension of a scene which…should remain taut to the end.”

Describe the tension indicated and analyze the effect of Roxane’s presence in the scene. How would the scene be different if only a letter had arrived?
