9-12 Grade Scoring Guide for Speech





Name






	
	1

Beginning
	2

Progressing
	3

Proficient
	4

Advanced

	Speaking:

Ideas & Content
	· Student thesis statement or question is missing or unclear

· Fails to develop topic

· Lacks supporting examples

· Repetitious, disconnected, random ideas

· Speaks off topic
	· The thesis statement or question is too broad or narrow.

· Strays from topic

· Presents ideas / fails to develop them

· Contains limited, unclear ideas

· Uses an appropriate topic within assignment parameters
	· The thesis statement or question demonstrates applied knowledge that could be further focused

· Usually focused on topic

· Contains some relevant supporting examples 

· Adequately develops ideas 

· Used an appropriate topic within assignment parameters
	· The thesis statement or question contributes to knowledge in a focused, specific area

· Well focused on topic

· Contains numerous, relevant supporting examples

· Distinctive/unique approach with idea development

· Expanded and developed an appropriate topic within parameters

	Speaking:

Organization
	· Introduction, body, conclusion not identifiable

· Sequencing almost nonexistent

· Missing transitions

· Fails to engage audience
	· Introduction, body, conclusion is incomplete

· Sequencing often lacks coherence

· Transitions often repetitious or missing

· Attempts to engage audience
	· Includes adequate introduction, body, conclusion

· Sequencing somewhat logical, rational, effective

· Transitions generally varied/effective

· Adequately engages audience
	· Includes effective introduction, body, conclusion

· Sequencing logical, rational, effective

· Sophisticated transitions clearly show how ideas connect

· Thoroughly engages audience

	Speaking:

Word Choice
	· Uses language that is neither specific nor precise 

· Displays abundance of misused/overused words/phrases

· Exhibits limited vocabulary

· Overuses verbal fillers like “um” 

· Overuses clichés, jargon, slang
	· Uses language that is occasionally specific/precise

· Language seems forced/contrived for purpose/audience

· Uses few vivid words/phrases

· Uses limited verbal fillers 

· Uses limited clichés, jargon, slang
	· Uses language that is usually specific/precise

· Language occasionally seems forced/contrived for purpose/audience
· Uses some vivid words/phrases

· Generally avoids verbal fillers

· Generally avoids clichés, jargon, slang
	· Uses language that is specific/precise

· Language seems natural/appropriate for audience/purpose

· Effectively uses vivid words/phrases

· Avoids verbal fillers

· Avoids clichés, jargon, slang

	Speaking:

Physical Delivery
	· Lacked purposeful gestures

· Lacked facial expressions

· Lacked eye contact

· Uses inappropriate posture
	· Uses limited gestures

· Uses limited facial expressions

· Uses limited eye contact

· Sometimes uses inappropriate posture
	· Uses adequate gestures

· Uses adequate facial expressions

· Uses adequate eye contact

· Uses adequate posture
	· Uses exceptional gestures

· Uses exceptional facial expressions

· Uses exceptional eye contact

· Uses appropriate posture throughout

	Speaking:

Vocal Delivery
	· Uses little, if any expression

· Displays frequent stumbles/mispronunciations

· Uses inappropriate pace

· Uses ineffective volume throughout

· Frequently fails to enunciate
	· Uses limited expression

· Displays limited rough spots/mispronunciations

· Frequently uses inappropriate pace

· Sometimes uses ineffective volume

· Sometimes fails to enunciate
	· Uses adequate expression

· Displays few rough spots/mispronunciations

· Uses adequate pace

· Generally uses appropriate volume

· Generally enunciates effectively
	· Uses exceptional expression

· Uses smooth, accurate delivery

· Uses effective/varied pace

· Uses effective volume throughout

· Enunciates effectively throughout

	Speaking:

Presentation
	· Lacks evidence of planning 

· Lacks evidence of practicing

· Fails to connect with audience


	· Shows limited evidence of planning

· Shows limited evidence of practicing

· Somewhat connects with audience
	· Demonstrates adequate planning

· Demonstrates adequate practicing

· Adequately connects with audience
	· Demonstrates exceptional planning

· Demonstrates exceptional practicing

· Effectively connects with audience

	Speaking:

Assignment Specifics
	· Significantly outside time requirements

· Fails to use VAs, note cards, outlines

· Unprepared to deliver on assigned date 


	· Slightly outside time requirements

· Uses ineffective VAs, note cards, outlines

· Delivers speech on assigned date but is unprepared 
	· Meets time requirements

· Uses appropriate VAs, note cards, outlines

· Completes speech on assigned date


	· Meets time requirements

· Uses excellent VAs, note cards, outlines

· Completes speech on assigned date
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