Name_______________________________________  



Hour  ______

TP-CASTT Poetry Analysis

TP-CASTT is a quick way to begin analyzing a poem. Of course, it is still important to examine the poet’s words closely. This method should help you better understand most poems and prepare you for a better class discussion of the work.

Title of Poem ________________________________________________________________

Author______________________________________________ 

	Title: What predictions can you make from the title?  Read the poem. What are your initial (first) thoughts about the poem?  What might be the theme of the poem?


	

	Paraphrase: Describe what happens in the poem, in your own words.

	

	Connotation: What might the poem mean beyond the literal level? Find examples of imagery, metaphors, similes, personification, symbolism, idioms, alliteration, rhyme scheme, rhythm, etc. and think about their possible connotative meanings. Consider the emotional feelings that the words may give the reader. 


	

	Attitude: Describe the tone of the poem. What is the poet’s attitude toward the subject of the poem?  The speaker’s attitude? Find and list examples that illustrate the tone and mood of the poem (these show attitude).


	

	Shift: Is there a shift (a change) in the tone or speaker  of the poem?  Where does the shift happen in the poem?  What does it shift from and to?


	

	Title: Look at the title again. Have your original ideas about the poem changed? How? What do you think the title means now?


	

	Theme: What is the overall theme of the poem?

What insight, understanding, lesson, or truth are we supposed to have after reading this poem?


	


