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The Catcher in the Rye

Your Baseball Mitt

“I wrote about my brother Allie's baseball mitt. It was a very descriptive subject. It really was. My brother Allie had this left-handed fielder's mitt. He was left-handed. The thing that was descriptive about it, though, was that he had poems written all over the fingers and the pocket and everywhere. In green ink. He wrote them on it so that he'd have something to read when he was in the field and nobody was up at bat. He's dead now. He got leukemia and died when we were up in Maine, on July 18, 1946. You'd have liked him. He was two years younger than I was, but he was about fifty times as intelligent. He was terrifically intelligent.” (Salinger 38)

Step One: Think about Allie’s baseball mitt.  How do you think he chose what quotations to write on his mitt?  What could you learn about him by examining his baseball mitt?

Step Two: Create a list of quotations that say something about you.  The quotations you choose should be meaningful to you, and you should be able to explain why. Song lyrics, lines from famous speeches, sayings that are meaningful to your family/friends, or quotes from what we have read this year are all good places to start.
Step Three: Plan out your own baseball mitt on the black and white copy of the blank mitt.

Step Four: Write one descriptive paragraph explaining your mitt.  

